Welcome to Ms. Bywater's Seventh Grade English/Reading Class!!!
Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year! My name is Ms. Bywater, and I am excited to be your English/Reading teacher.  This will be my sixteenth year teaching at Lamar Middle School, and I can't wait to spend it with you all.  During this year, you will learn many aspects of reading and writing.  

Topics we will cover:
· Vocabulary
· Spelling
· Grammar (punctuation, sentence structure, parts of speech)
· Reading Comprehension
· Literary Elements
· Annotating 
· Novel Studies
· Writing Process
· Expository Papers
Essential Class Materials:
1. A 3-ring binder is needed to organize your work. The binder will need 3 tab dividers. These should be labeled: Notes, STAAR, Other. Other subjects can be kept in this binder.
2. Notebook paper is needed daily in class.  Be sure to always have multiple sheets with you.
3. Writing Utensils: Blue/Black Pen, Red Pen, and Pencil
4. Reading/Writing Notebook- This can be either a one subject spiral or a composition book.  This will be kept in class at all times.
5. SSR Book- Students MUST have an independent reading book at all times in class.
Grading Procedures:

Tests, process papers, and projects count 40%.

Quizzes and daily work count 35%. 

Homework counts 25%.

Grades are updated frequently in Skyward. Students and parents should monitor grades throughout the year.  If you believe a mistake has been made, please bring in the assignment ASAP to show me.  

No grade will be given for no name papers.  It is your responsibility to retrieve the no name paper from the tray at the front of my room and bring it to me so I can enter the grade on Skyward.

Late Work/Absent Work:

If you do not have an assignment finished on the day it is due, you will be given an opportunity to turn the assignment in late. If you turn it in one day late, the highest you can make will be a 70. If you turn it in 2 days late, the highest you can make will be a 50.  It will not be accepted after 2 days late.

If you are absent the day an assignment is due, it is your responsibility to turn in that assignment the day you return to class.  Failure to do so will result in it being late.

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to look at the Google Calendar or come in to morning tutorials to get all missed work.  Failure to do so will result in any missed work being counted late.  You have as many days as you were absent to make up the assignments. 

Major Assignment Corrections:

In accordance with school policy, a student who scores below a 70 on a test or other major grade assignment will be allowed to re-take the test or make corrections.  However, the student must come in for tutorials at least once before he or she can re-take the test or make corrections to the major grade assignment.  Students will have one week after the major assignment grade has been posted in Skyward to re-take or correct. The assignment must be turned in on time in order to have the opportunity to make corrections to raise the major grade assignment.

Any student who needs help or does not understand the information being assessed may come to tutorials between 8:25-8:50 daily. If I am unavailable for some reason, students may go to either Ms. Hicke or Ms. Hebert for help.

Classroom Discipline:

Students are expected to follow all classroom and school rules or be held accountable for their actions at Lamar Middle School.  Here are the rules for my classroom.
1. Be in your seat with the appropriate supplies when class begins.  Each student is expected to get out their homework and other necessary supplies and SSR (Silent Sustained Reading) immediately upon entering the classroom.
2. Raise your hand and wait to be called on before speaking.  Do NOT talk unless the teacher has given you permission.  Do NOT get up while the lesson is being taught.  Blurting out during class is not allowed and will result in disciplinary actions.
3. Be polite and respectful to your teacher and your classmates. Rude or disrespectful comments will not be tolerated.
4. No horseplay- Keep your hands and feet to yourself, and do not take items that do not belong to you.
5. Keep your area clean. All paper and other trash will be picked up before being dismissed from class.
6. Food and drinks are not allowed in the classroom or hallways.  Water is the only exception to the rule.  You may bring water to class, but it must be in an original water bottle that closes so it will not spill in the classroom.
7. The teacher will dismiss you --not a bell or clock!  You need to be sitting quietly in your seat with your area cleaned before I will dismiss the class.
8. Cell phones/Laptops/iPads/iPods are NOT to be used in class UNTIL I have given permission. That means students will NOT listen to music in class until I give specific permission allowing it.  You are not allowed to enter the classroom while listening to music.
Technology Policy:

1. Students are required to clear their open apps on their multi-tasking bar on their school-owned iPad every day as they enter the classroom.  I will do random checks to make sure this occurs. Consequences will be given if the student repeatedly fails to follow the teacher directive to clear their multi-task bar daily.
2. Students have to stay on task when we are using technology in class.  You are not allowed to go to websites or apps that the classroom is not currently using during class that day.
3. Social media apps- texting, instagram, facebook, etc. are not allowed unless I specifically ask you to do something with them.
4. Taking pictures or videos in my classroom is prohibited unless I give you permission to do so in order to complete an assignment that will only be viewed in the classroom environment.  Students are prohibited from uploading any class assignments to any social media for personal use.
School Behavioral Plan:


[bookmark: _GoBack]Infraction Consequences
1st infraction                        official warning
2nd infraction                       parent contact & 30 minute detention
3rd infraction                        parent contact & office referral
4th and beyond .                   parent contact & office referral


Contact Information:

Please feel free to give me a call or send me an email if you have any concerns or questions.  My email address is bywatert@lisd.net and my classroom phone number is 972-350-2048.  


